
 

POPE BENEDICT’S WORDS TO YOUNG PEOPLE ABOUT VOCATIONS 

 

[During his visit to New York, Pope Benedict met with over 25,000 young people in Yonkers.  
His words particularly about vocations to the priesthood can make a good meditation for us, not 
only if our family happens to have the Elijah Cup in a given week, but also for all of us.] 

Dear young people, finally I wish to share a word about vocations.  First of all my thoughts go to 
your parents, grandparents and godparents.  They have been your primary educators in the faith.  
By presenting you for baptism, they made it possible for you to receive the greatest gift of your 
life.  On that day you entered into the holiness of God himself.  You became adoptive sons and 
daughters of the Father.  You were incorporated into Christ.  You were made a dwelling place of 
his Spirit.  Let us pray for mothers and fathers throughout the world, particularly those who may 
be struggling in any way – socially, materially, spiritually.  Let us honor the vocation of 
matrimony and the dignity of family life.  Let us always appreciate that it is in families that 
vocations are given life. 

Gathered here at Saint Joseph Seminary, I greet the seminarians present and indeed encourage all 
seminarians throughout America.  I am glad to know that your numbers are increasing!  The 
People of God look to you to be holy priests, on a daily journey of conversion, inspiring in others 
the desire to enter more deeply into the ecclesial life of believers.  I urge you to deepen your 
friendship with Jesus the Good Shepherd.  Talk heart to heart with him.  Reject any temptation to 
ostentation, careerism, or conceit.  Strive for a pattern of life truly marked by charity, chastity 
and humility, in imitation of Christ, the Eternal High Priest, of whom you are to become living 
icons (cf. Pastores Dabo Vobis, 33).  Dear seminarians, I pray for you daily.  Remember that 
what counts before the Lord is to dwell in his love and to make his love shine forth for others. 

Friends, again I ask you, what about today?  What are you seeking?  What is God whispering to 
you?  The hope which never disappoints is Jesus Christ.  …Nourished by personal prayer, 
prompted in silence, shaped by the Church’s liturgy you will discover the particular vocation 
God has for you.  Embrace it with joy.  You are Christ’s disciples today.  Shine his light upon 
this great city and beyond.  Show the world the reason for the hope that resonates within you.  
Tell others about the truth that sets you free.  With these sentiments of great hope in you I bid 
you farewell, until we meet again in Sydney this July for World Youth Day!   

 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_25031992_pastores-dabo-vobis_en.html

